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QEII Tiered TTA Criteria 
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Anatomic Criteria 
• Open or depressed skull fracture
• Severe facial injury with potential for 

airway compromise 
• Suspected Spinal Cord Injury
• Chest wall instability or deformity
• Penetrating injuries to head, neck, torso or 

extremities proximal to elbows/knees 
• Amputation proximal to wrist or ankle 
• 2 or more long bone fractures
• Crushed, degloved, or mangled extremity 
• Burns >20% TBSA 

Mechanism Criteria 
Falls 
• Adults > 6 meters (20 feet)

High Risk Vehicle Crash 
• Highway speed 
• Ejection from vehicle
• Intrusion, including roof
• Rollover
• Death in same vehicle 

ATV or Motorcyclist >30km/hr 
Pedestrian/Cyclist 
• With significant impact 
• Thrown/run over 

Evidence of High Energy Impact Mechanisms 

Yellow Trauma* 

Core team includes: 

Green Trauma** 

Trauma assessment by   
ED physician 

Other Considerations 
Adults >65 years of age 
• SBP <110mmHg
• Low impact mechanism (e.g., ground 

level falls) 
Pregnancy (>20 weeks) 
• Fetal heat rate <120 or >160
• Penetrating injury or significant blunt

injury 
Anticoagulation and Bleeding Disorder 
• Patients with head injury are at risk for 

rapid deterioration 
Mass Casualty 
• ≥2 traumas anticipated or in QEII ED 

EHS request for TTA (but does not meet the
physiologic or anatomic criteria) 

NO 
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Assess major trauma 
patient for triage

Red Trauma* 

Activation of full trauma 
team 

*TTL may upgrade or downgrade any Yellow or Red Trauma at any point during the care of the patient.

Transfer from Peripheral Site - The TTL will determine the level of trauma response based on the patient’s condition at the time of 
transfer in consultation with the sending medical team and the QEII EM Physician, as required.

Any Other 
Considerations? 

Does the 
patient meet 
Mechanism 

Criteria? 

Does the 
patient meet 

Anatomic 
Criteria? 

Does the 
patient meet 
Physiologic 

Criteria? 

TTL 
and/or EM 
Decision 

• TTL 
• rTTL
• ED Registration Clerk
• ED X-ray Tech
• CT Tech 
• Radiology Resident
• Access & Flow Manager 
• ED Charge RN
• Security 
• CC/Dept Paramedic 
• General Sx Resident JR

Physiologic Criteria 
• Loss of vital signs
• Glasgow Coma Scale <12
• SBP <90mmHg 
• Ventilation compromise (RR <10 or >30) or 

requires intubation  

**Emergency Physician may upgrade any Green Trauma to a Yellow or Red Trauma at any point during the care of the patient. 

In addition to core team, 
TTL has discretion to add 
any other members to 
Yellow Trauma response. 
TTL must inform EHS 
Comms of additional 
personnel required.

NO 


